
From News Dispatches 

Iraq’s revolutionary court — which earlier condemned 
14 men as spies for Israel — was reported yesterday by 
the Middle East News Agency to have started a new mass 
trial in Baghdad, with the defendants accused of spying 
for the U.S. Central Intelligence Agency. 

The agency, controlled by the Egyptian government, 


did not mention the number of 
defendants. It quoted the court 
president, Col. Ali Hadi Wit- 
wit, as saying that the trial 
had begun behind closed doors 
and that the suspects were ac- 
cused of working for tihe CIA. 

' The broadcast followed a 
pledge by the Iraqi govern- 
ment that “new batches” of 
convicted espionage agents 
would be. executed despite 
widespread international pro- 
tests over the public hanging 
Monday of 14 men accused of 
spying for Israel. Nine of the 
14 were Iraqi Jews. 

In a broadcast over Radio 
Baghdad the Iraqi Culture 
and Information Minister, Ab- 
dullah Salloum, said that “new 
batches” of “other spies will 
be tried soon.” 

Salloum maintained that the 
Monday executions took place 
because it was established that 
the defendants acted as spies, ♦ 
and not because of their reli-l 
gion or creed. 

“This is a purely internal 
affair with no room for inter- 
vention by any other country,” 
another Iraqi spokesman de- 
clared. 

Israeli Premier Levi Eshkol 
declared Monday in a speech 
protesting the hangings that 
the nine Jews were hanged 
because of “their being Jews.” 

Israeli' officials yesterday 
held consultations in Jerusa- 
lem on ways to save other 
Jews facing the gallows in 


iraq. 

Monday’s executions, staged 
in public squares before tens 
of thousands of demonstrating 
Iraqis, drew vigorous condem- 
nations from around the. world. 

The Vatic-an newspaper 
L’Osservatore Romano de- 
plored the hangings and said 
the cause of peace in the Mid- 
dle East “can only seriously 
suffer.” 

The newspaper also dis- 
closed that the Vatican had 
unsuccessfully appealed to the 
Baghdad government through 
an envoy of Pope Paul VI for . 
clemency for the condemned . 
men. 

A similar appeal had also 
been made by the United i 
States, State Department • 
spokesman Robert J. McClos- 
key revealed in Washington. 
He said the United States 
tried, through the Indian gov- 
ernment, to persuade Iraq to 
exercise clemency, but the ef- 
fort was too late. 

The United States acted 
through India because there 
are no direct diplomatic rela- 
tions between Washington 
and Baghdad. 

McCloskey further reported 
that Washington has urged 
Israel to refrain from reprisals ' 
i against , the Iraqis. Israel , 
Premier Eshkol had intimated: 
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Without clearly defining it* 
that some sort of retaliation 
might be forthcoming. “The 
Lord shall avenge their 
blood,” Eshkol said. Eshkol’s 
statement prompted Iraqi gov- 
ernment officials to put their 
military forces on alert. 

In London, the British gov- 
ernment reported that it had 
informally urged the Iraq 
government to exercise clem- 
ency both on humanitarian 
and diplomatic grounds, not- 
ing the effect it would/have on 
Iraq’s reputation abroad. 

News of the hangings pro- 
voked a demonstration by 
about 200 persons outside the 
Iraqi Embassy in London yes- 
terday. During the protest, 
the flag of Israel bearing the 
Star of David was put up over 
the embassy by two demon- 
strators. Shortly afterward, 
one of the two was reported 
to have been stabbeid. 

Screaming “killers” and 
“hangmen,” some 2000 persons 
demonstrated outside the Iraqi 
Embassy in Rome. Most Jew- 
ish-owned stores in the city 
shut down for half a day. 

Another protest march was 
held in Paris. 

The Arab world, meanwhile, 
maintained official silence. 
Most Arab newspapers report- 
ed the executions without 
comment. 

Baghdad Radio, which on 
Monday broadcast vivid ac-i 
counts of the hangings, ceased 
running commentaries on the 
executions. However, the net- 
work did read telegrams of 
support for the hangings, 
which it said were being sent 
from all parts of the country 
to President Ahmed Hassan 
al-Bakr. 

In Washington, the Jewish 
Community Council of Greater 
Washington issued a state- 
ment condemning the hang- 
ings. Stating that it was “pro- 
foundly distressed by . . . the 
Iraqi government’s secret mass 
trial and circus-like public 
executions,” the Council said, 
“Only the strongly articulated 
conscience of the moral forces 
of the world can help, prevent 
further oppression, cruelty and 
executions in these lands.” 


